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The UCU is the union of academic and related staff in British Universities; membership is voluntary and many academics are not members. Although it has not (as of 4 July 2007) actually imposed a boycott of Israeli Universities, (and indeed could not implement one because most academics, whether members or not, would surely simply ignore it) its deplorable motion certainly goes in that direction. The motion to discuss a boycott was passed by a small group of people against the advice of the General Secretary Sally Hunt, who said that she doubted that the general membership of the union would wish to pursue the boycott. It has not been put to a vote of the general membership.

The following extracts from public sources give a fairer representation of the views of the British academic community.
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The following statement of the Council of the London Mathematical Society was copied from http://www.lms.ac.uk/  on 24 June 2007.

Free circulation of scientists and mathematicians

As the UK Adhering Body to the International Mathematical Union (IMU), the Council of the London Mathematical Society endorses the Resolution of the IMU General Assembly, Santiago de Compostela, 20 August 2006, and applies these principles in respect of actions by governmental or non-governmental organizations alike:

The General Assembly of the IMU continues to endorse the principle of universality expressed in the International Council for Science (ICSU) ARTICLE 5 of the STATUTES, as adopted by the 1998 General Assembly, and endorses the additional ICSU Statement on the Universality of Science (2004)  . Notwithstanding heightened tensions, security concerns, etc., the General Assembly urges free exchange of scientific ideas and free circulation of scientists and mathematicians across international borders.
The IMU opposes efforts by governments to restrict contacts, interactions, access and travel in the world mathematical community, particularly when such restrictions penalize individual mathematicians for the actions of governments.

The following statement was extracted from the Times Higher Education Supplement of 15 June 2007. Baroness Deech is a Governor of the BBC, but she is not speaking in that role.

Baroness Deech, THES 15 June 2007

Opposition to the threatened boycott of Israeli universities gained momentum this week with a debate in the House of Lords, a Government delegation to Israel and a flurry of anti-boycott initiatives. 

Baroness Deech, the independent adjudicator for higher education, led a Lords debate in which she condemned the UCU vote for a boycott as "McCarthyite anti-intellectualism". 

She said the proposed boycott was contrary to the 70-year-old principle of the "universality of science", published by the International Council of Scientific Unions and originally designed to prevent German scientists being excluded from international conferences. 

"Boycotting scientists and others by reason of their country of residence should not be permitted, because the advance of knowledge is potentially beneficial to all mankind," she said. 

"It is not morally justifiable either to hold all Israeli academics collectively responsible for the actions of their government - and they are the ones most likely to be in opposition - or to use them as hostages to further the political aims of others." 

Russell Group statement on UCU boycott motion

4 June 2007, PR80/07


The Russell Group, which consists of 20 research-intensive universities in the UK, recently issued a statement about a possible boycott of Israeli universities, as referred to in a resolution of the UCU national conference held in May. King's College London is a member of the Russell Group, and the following statement has been endorsed by the Principal's Central Team:

Statement from The Russell Group on UCU motion on Israeli boycott 30 May 2007

The Russell Group of the UK's research-intensive universities today strongly condemned the motion passed by the University and College Union for branches to debate the Israeli boycott.

Professor Malcolm Grant, Chairman of the Russell Group and President and Provost of UCL, said: ‘We reject outright the call for an academic boycott. It is a contradiction in terms and in direct conflict with the mission of a university. It betrays a misunderstanding of the academic mission which is founded squarely on freedom of inquiry and freedom of speech. Any institution worthy of the title of university has the responsibility to protect these values, and it is particularly disturbing to find an academic union attacking academic freedom in this way.
'The Russell Group universities will uphold academic freedom by standing firm against any boycott that threatens it.'
On 8 June 2007 the BBC web site carried the following article, which represents Government policy.

Education minister goes to Israel

England's Higher Education Minister Bill Rammell is visiting Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories to strengthen educational links. 

His visit this weekend follows a vote by the UCU academic union to discuss a boycott of Israeli universities. 
Mr Rammell said he was taking up a long-standing invitation, but that he would discuss the proposed academic boycott with Israelis and Palestinians. 
Both the Israeli and British governments have condemned it. 
Mr Rammell said the UK government fully supported academic freedom and was firmly against any boycott of Israel or its academic institutions. 
'Moral implications' 
"Whilst I appreciate the independence of the UCU, I am very disappointed that the union has decided to pass a motion which encourages its members to consider boycotting Israeli academics and education institutions. 
"I profoundly believe this does nothing to promote the Middle East peace process. In fact the reverse," he said. 
___________________________________________

The following relates to a previous boycott, but it is equally applicable in the current situation. For the full version see

http://www.royalsoc.ac.uk/news.asp?id=4772

Royal Society opposes academic boycott of Israeli scientists

30 May 2006 
Martin Rees, the President of the Royal Society, today (30 May 2006) criticised the vote by members of NATFHE for a boycott of Israeli academics, and re-affirmed the commitment of the Royal Society, the UK national academy of science, to a statement in opposition to academic boycotts. 

In 2002, the Council of the Royal Society gave its explicit support to a statement by the International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies (IHRNASS), which was published in the scientific journal Nature' on 13 June 2002.

The text of the statement is:

"The International Human Rights Network of Academies and Scholarly Societies was created to address grave issues of science and human rights throughout the world. It aims to put into practice the professional duty of scientists and scholars to assist those colleagues whose human rights have been or are threatened to be infringed and to promote and protect the independence of academies and scholarly societies worldwide. The basis of the network's activities is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

"The network seeks to promote the free exchange of ideas and opinions among scientists and scholars in all countries and, thereby, to stimulate the development of collaborative educational, research and human-rights endeavours within academies and the institutions with which they are affiliated.

"Moratoria on scientific exchanges based on nationality, race, sex, language, religion, opinion and similar factors thwart the network's goals. They would deny our colleagues their rights to freedom of opinion and expression; interfere with their ability to exercise their bona fide academic freedoms; inhibit the free circulation of scientists and scientific ideas; and impose unjust punishment. They would also be an impediment to the instrumental role played by scientists and scholars in the promotion of peace and human rights.”

